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Civil rights advocate Kimberle
Crenshaw dissects King’s legacy
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM

LIVING LIKE KING: Kevin Powell speaks in the Fieldhouse Monday, Jan. 16. He is a writer
and a public speaker who travels the nation and the world to speak. GVL | LUKE holmes

Speaker Kevin Powell encourages
‘peace, love and non-violence’
BY JESS HODGE
ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN. COM

Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. preached many
ideas, but none quite as
strong or as prevalent as
peace, love and non-vio
lence. Kevin Powell, activ
ist and writer, emphasized
these points throughout
his keynote presentation
Monday, Jan. 16.
Powell kicked off the
first day of Grand Valley
State University’s MLK Jr.
Commemoration
Week
by leading a silent march
from Zumberge Hall to the
Fieldhouse where he then
delivered his speech.
Tying in the rights
King fought for during the
Civil Rights Movement,
Powell talked about in
clusion in America, espe
cially when facing the im
pending inauguration of a
controversial president.
“There is no place in
our country for disre
spect for people, sisters
and brothers who are
disabled, folks who might
be poor, folks who might

be lesbian gay, bisexual
transgender, folks who
are women, people of all
different racial and cul
tural backgrounds,” he
said. “Whether you’re a
Democrat or a Republican
or independent, whatever
you call yourself a liberal
or conservative, (I) don’t
know how you can sit in
our country over the last
12, 18, 24 months and
hear the kinds of things
we’ve heard.”
Powell went on to say
the things that have been
said about immigrants,
about Muslims and about
women are not only
wrong, but terrible things.
He offered an example of
why the rhetoric against
Muslims was wrong, say
ing people used to have
the same mentality against
Jewish people, and even
against Catholics.
“Real inclusion and real
diversity means that ev
eryone in this room is an
equal,” Powell said. “Our
voices matter equally and
our stories matter equally
and we should share pow

er equally which means
that my contributions to
this thing we call America
should be equally taught to
me everywhere I go.”
He dug into King’s
background, going back
to his childhood to offer
an explanation as to why
King thought the way he
did. King was bom in 1929
into an upper-middle class
family in Atlanta Georgia.
Although his family was
well off in terms of money,
the neighborhood they
lived in had a mix of up
per class, middle class and
lower class families living
amongst each other.
Powell suggested since
King grew up around oth
ers who were different than
him, he had a sense of what
was right and wrong and,
perhaps, he knew to share
things with those who
were less fortunate than he.
“There’s nothing wrong
with having privilege,
there’s nothing wrong
with being middle class or
upper class,” Powell said.
SEE POWELL | A2

Throughout the MI.K
Commemoration
Week,
the Grand Valley State Uni
versity community engaged
in social justice activities
and discussions which
emulated King’s ideals of
equality and embracing di
versity in all of its forms.
Bringing
Kimberle
Crenshaw, a Civil Rights
advocate, to speak at G VSU
Wednesday, Jan. 18, to
highlight and celebrate
Martin Luther King Jr’s leg
acy allowed a dissection of
justice and democracy post
the Civil Rights Movement.
“I want to tell you that
this is a challenge at this
point,” she said. “This is a
sort of ritual now across
the country on Martin Lu
ther King Day in which we
honor not only his legacy
but the right of the social
justice movement that his
legacy embodies and we
have done now for almost
half-a-century.”
Crenshaw is also a pro
fessor of law at the UCLA

“Our lives begin to end
the day we become silent
about things that matter,”
said Martin Luther King Jr.,
a man who is now honored
as one of the most promi
nent civil rights leaders of
the 20th century. Almost

50 years after the evening
of Apr. 4, 1968, when the
activist was brutally assas
sinated while organizing
peaceful protests against ra
cial and social injustice, the
nation continues to admire
and carry on his work.
Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s MLK Jr. Day of Ser
vice and Solidarity will be

held Saturday, Jan. 21 in the
Cook-Dewitt Center from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. In support of
social change, students are
encouraged to give back to
their community and com
memorate King’s dream.
“I think it is important
for students to remember
the legacy MLK left behind,”
said Rachael Zaborowski,

port the community.
“Our work to create a
truly inclusive and equi
table campus and to miti
gate the impact of what we
know as part of the story
against discrimination and
margin lization in both
in education and society
at largi is held heavily and
worn by theory;’ he said.
Highlighting her theory
of intersectionality and the
critical race theory, which
emphasizes seeing rela
tionships between race,
gender, sexual orientation
and class, Crenshaw’s talk
stressed even though this
is a celebration of King’s
legacy, there still needs to
be a talk about the politics
and issues currently hap
pening in society.
“The (Martin Luther
King Jr.) Commission said
this should be an occasion
for us to come together
and celebrate the dream
of equality, rather than the
realities of inequality^ she
said. “It’s been like this for

SEE CRENSHAW | A2

TOGETHER: Kimberle Crenshaw, civil rights advocate, speaks to a crowd of GVSU students,
faculty and staff inside the Grand River Room Wednesday, Jan. 18. GVL | MEGHAN MCBRADY

Living the dream’
BY EVA PERRON
NEWSQLAN THORN. COM

School of Law and Co
lumbia Law School, with
her specialty lying in race
and gender issues. She
capitalized during her pre
sentation “American De
mocracy: Revolutionizing
Our American Myths,”
how a society can lift up
King’s legacy, there must
be a willingness to break
conventions and have un
comfortable conversations
- even on a day that cel
ebrates his legacy.
About 550 participants,
which was made up of
GVSU’s faculty, staff and
students, listened to Cren
shaw’s talk at 4:30 p.m.
on the Allendale Campus
in the Kirkhof’s Center’s
Grand River Room and
as part of a simulcast at
the DeVos Center’s Loosemore Auditorium at the
Pew Campus.
Jesse Bernal, the vice
president of inclusion
and equity at GVSU,
spoke before Crenshaw’s
talk and noted how the
university tries to adopt
various initiatives and ef
forts to engage and sup

graduate assistant for the
Community Service Learn
ing Center (CSLC).
The day will start off
with an opening presen
tation by Breannah Alex
ander, director of strate
gic programs at Partners
for a Racism-Free Com
munity. Afterward, ser
vice projects with numer

1“™^
ous local organizations
will take place within the
Grand Rapids area.
“Our community part
ners are fantastic,” Za
borowski said. “They are al
lowing students to come in,
provide service and get the
whole experience.”
GVSU’s MLK Jr. Day
of Service and Solidarity is

part of a nationwide service
day. According to CSLC’s
website, the goal of the
program is to educate the
GVSU community about
the Civil Rights Movement
and to encourage par
ticipants to get involved in
their communities.
SEE DREAM | A2

SERVING OTHERS: Grand Valley State University students help build Cherry Street Park’s new ice rink for the Martin Luther King Jr. community service projects Friday, Jan 22, 2016. For
2017’s day of service and solidarity, students and volunteers will spread out in the greater Grand Rapids community to work on various projects with local organizations. GVL I SARA CARTE
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SOCIAL JUSTICE: Kimberly Crenshaw speaks to the crowd gathered
in the Kirkhof Center Wednesday, Jan. 18. GVL I MEGHAN mcbrady

decades and it might still be
this way were not for the tact
that white supremacy has
taken off its cloak and it has
boldly assumed a seat at the
table of political power.”
“Unvarnished, unapologetic and fully empowered to
end once and for all what’s left
of Dr. Kings legacy.”
Beyond
discussing
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896),
which upheld state racial
segregation laws for public
facilities as “separate but
equal,” to #SayHerName,
which addresses police vio
lence against black women,
Crenshaw also talked about
structural racial inequal
ity and how society is in a

now to people, more than
ever (is) that you can not
celebrate Dr. King or the
Civil Rights Movement or
call yourself an American
if you don’t have a work
ing knowledge of all of the
above,” he said. “We can not
continue to be historically
and culturally illiterate- this
has got to be as important to
us as the Super Bowl.”
Brandon
Shamoun,
a
graduate student attending the
speech, loved the interaction
Powell had with the audience,
saying it added an extra punch
to the words he was speaking.
GVSU President Thomas

Haas encouraged those in
attendance to remember
and reflect on what King ac
complished in life, calling his
work “remarkable.”
“Dr. King wasn’t con
cerned if it was easy or not,
he was concerned if it was
right,” Haas said.
Powell has traveled around
the United States and around
the world to speak about King’s
words. He has written 12 books
and continually speaks at in
stitutions like GVSU about the
Civil Rights Movement.
Brandon Fitzgerald, vice
president of student senate’s
diversity affairs committee,

GVSU STUDENT SENATE TO HOST TOWN HALL
POST-INAUGURATION
Grand Valley State University’s student senate,
Community Service Learning Center and Division of
Inclusion and Equality will co-host a post-inauguration
town hall in the Kirkhof Center Thornapple Room Monday,
Jan. 23 at 9 p.m. The town hall will consist of students,
faculty and staff sharing views, hopes, fears, ideas and
strategies to move forward after the 2016 election and
2017 inauguration of President-elect Donald J. Trump.
The goal of the town hall is to identify common issues
people have and rally around them and to make people’s
voices heard. Everyone is invited to join.
GV UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH TO RECEIVE
BOOST THANKS TO NATIONAL GRANT
The Grand Valley State University undergraduate
research program is set to receive a boost in funding after
GVSU was selected as one of 11 universities that will be able
to administer the Beckman Scholar Program.
The program allows two undergraduates to receive
$21,500 each in grants in order to help fund a 15-monthlong research project. Over the three years this program will
be active, five GVSU students with a GPA of 3.7 or higher
will be able to apply to use funds from the program for their
projects.
Susan Mendoza, director of the Office of
Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, and Sok Kean
Khoo, associate professor of cell and molecular biology,
co-wrote the application and will oversee the program.
The deadline for interested students to apply is
Wednesday, Feb. 22.
GVSU TO HOLD TEDX TALKS
Grand Valley State University will host TEDxGVSU on
the Allendale Campus Friday, Feb. 24 for a series of pre
sentations entitled "The Blueprints Between X and Why."
The event will feature interdisciplinary speakers who will
talk about past experiences, current projects and ideas
for the future that help promote critical thinking and
engaging dialogue among participants.
To attend, interested individuals must apply for a ticket.
There are 100 spots available for those who apply and are
accepted. After being accepted, they will pay have to pay
$15 for admission to the event and will receive a gift bag,
courtesy of TEDxGVSU. To apply, visit www.tedxgvsu.com.

POWELL
CONTINUED FROM A1

“ I here’s something wrong with
having privilege that’s not tied
to a sense of humanity or con
cern for other people.”
Powell drilled down on
the idea of living the way
King would have wanted
people to live: one absent of
hatred, division and fear.
Then, Powell presented a
challenge to the audience. He
urged everyone to know and
live by King’s ‘I have a dream’
speech, but to not stop there.
“One of my challenges

y

battle for the future.
Post-racialism, she said,
did not deliver the country
to a place in 2016 where rac
ism is no longer a problem.
Understanding then, she said,
that waiting for a time for
change is not enough as ev
eryone needs to stand up for
justice in order to be against
the politics of injustice.
“Human progress never
rolls in on the wheels of in
evitability,” King said his ‘Why
We Can’t Wait’ speech. “It
comes through the tireless ef
forts of men willing to work to
be co-workers with God, and
without this hard work, time
itself becomes an ally of the
forces of social stagnation.”
“We use time creatively, in
the knowledge that the time is
always ripe to do right.”

welcomed Powell to the stage
before his speech. Fitzgerald
thanked people for attending
the keynote, noting it was im
portant for the GVSU com
munity to be committed to
equality. He also noticed the
Fieldhouse wasn’t completely
filled, and that there was still
work to be done in terms of
equal opportunities for all.
“We have to remind our
neighbors, our friends, our
co-workers, the people that
are around us everyday
that there is still work to be
done,” Fitzgerald said. “Be
cause injustice for one per
son is injustice for all of us.”

STUDENT SENATE APPROPRIATIONS FUNDING BOARD
REPORT FROM THE WEEK OF MONDAY, JAN. 16
Event funding:
Cru requested $390 for their Spring Fling concert
Thursday, April 20 from 4 p.m. to midnight at the Alumni
House. They received $0.
The Pre-Professional Clubs Council requested $931.34
for their Pre-Professional Philanthropy Night Monday, Feb.
20 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m in the Kirkhof Center. They received
$369.60.
The Public Relations Student Society of America re
quested $1,174 for their Superior Awards 2017 event in the
Eberhard Center from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday, March.
22. They received $284.
Hillel requested $3,700 for their Megda Brow event
Wednesday, March 15 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Grand
River Room. They received $3,352.
TEDx requested $5,294.49 for their TEDxGVSU event
Tuesday, Jan. 17 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Cook
DeWitt Center. Th%y received $2,913.
Travel Funding:
The American Choral requested $3,094 for their ACDA
National Conference 2017 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. They
received $1,500.
The United Students Against Sweatshops requested
$1,820 for the USAS conference in Columbus, Ohio. They
received $910.
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The event will be a collabo
ration between CSLC and the
MLK Week Executive Plan
ning Committee. Throughout
the year, CSLC hosts numer
ous community engagement
opportunities related to social
and political issues, such as
the upcoming funding and
higher education and food

justice programs.
Although King’s life was
taken, his dream remained.
Universities across the na
tion take this time of re
membrance to inspire others
with his cause.
“Fighting against social
injustices is still impor
tant today,” Zaborowski
said. “Students can have an
impact, specifically while
working together within
their community.”
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us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editorialf®lanthom.com.
The Grand Valley Lanthom is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley State
University students 62 times a year One copy of this newspaper is available
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WORKING HARO: GVSU students shovel the sidewalks for the MLK
Jr. Day of Service and Solidarity Jan. 23, 2016 GVL I Sara CARTE
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Following the rules
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER(cvLANTHORN. COM

Ot the thousands ot univer
sities across the United States,
all of them are subject to han
dling situations of plagiarism
and academic dishonesty. At
Grand Valley State University,
there has been an increase in
the reporting of violations of
academic integrity since a new
centralized reporting system”
was implemented in 2014.
Aaron Haight, assistant
dean of students, said the new
system has helped clear up

some “confusions” in the way
plagiarism or other violations
of academic integrity are re
ported by faculty. It has also
resulted in the availability of
data which shows the amount
of violations of academic in
tegrity per academic year.
In the 2014-2015 school
year, there were roughly 70
reports of violations of aca
demic integrity and six stu
dents who went through the
student conduct review pro
cess. In the 2015-2016 school
year, there were 98 reported
violations and 12 students

who went through the pro
cess. So far into the 2016-2017
school year, there have been 43
reported violations and 2 stu
dents who have been through
the process. The dean of stu
dents office could not provide
data on the number of viola
tions of academic integrity
from years prior to 2014.
Haight said the data is still
in its early stages, and con
clusions that could be drawn
from it might be premature.
She said she is skeptical the
data reflects an increase in
the amount of plagiarism

LEARNING THE WAY: Daniel Taccolini and Haleigh Hunter work together on a paper in the Writing Cen
ter Tuesday. Jan. 17. The number of plagiarism reports has increased at GVSU. GVL I Mackenzie bush

Increased reports of plagiarism at GV after
implementation of new monitoring system
happening at GVSU and in
stead thinks it captures more
of the faculty utilizing the
system to report violations of
academic integrity.
“I don’t think we have an
increase in (plagiarism) hap
pening across campus,” Haight
said. “I think were seeing it be
ing reported more because we
now have a more centralized
system of reporting, which
two years ago we didn’t have.”
According GVSU’s stu
dent code, “Any ideas or
material taken from another
source for either written or
oral presentation must be
fully acknowledged. Offering
the work of someone else as
one’s own is plagiarism.” The
student code’s interpretation
of plagiarism is congruent
to other dictionaries’ defini
tions of plagiarism as well.
If a student is caught pla
giarizing a work or several
works, the consequences can
vary, depending on the fac
ulty member who reported
it. In the classroom, students
could receive a warning
from the professor, be asked
to redo the assignment
where plagiarism was found,
receive a failing grade on the
assignment or receive a fail
ing grade in the class.
Students who are caught in
their second offense—or if their
first offense were “egregious in
nature”—can be sent through
the university’s student conduct

review process, where a variety
of things can happen. A student
could be assigned a grade pen
alty for the class, be asked to go
through a workshop through
the Mary Idema Pew Library
or the Fred Meijer Center for
Writing and Michigan Authors
or be suspended from the insti
tution. If plagiarism is realized
after a student graduates, then
that student faces the possibility
of having their degree revoked.
“It could be a number
of different things, and it
really depends on circum
stances,” Haight said.
Patrick Johnson, director
of the Writing Center, said
the Writing Center is the
best place on campus that
deals with unintentional
plagiarism or with prevent
ing plagiarism. He said
many students on academic
probation are sent to the
Writing Center to receive
feedback on what happened
in their plagiarized work.
“If a student is struggling
with citation and/or with
taking a source and using it
in their paper effectively, we
are a place where (they) can
get assistance with that,”
Johnson said.
With many first-time pla
giarism offenders, Haight said
the university tries to stay edu
cational in nature with conse
quences while respecting the
value of academic integrity.
Most first-time offenses do not

go on a student’s permanent
record, and students are some
times given the benefit of the
doubt by faculty members.
“We don’t like to kick
people out of school,” Haight
said. “We want them to learn
from their mistakes.”
Haight said she believes
many students plagiarize be
cause they are behind in their
classwork and have other re
sponsibilities. She said it could
be a lack of preparation as well.
“It’s panic, it’s stress,
and so I think they act like
they’re backed up against a
wall and they don’t have a
choice,” Haight said.
Johnson said he encoun
tered cases of plagiarism
when he was a teacher, and
in his experience, faculty
members are often very
frustrated by plagiarism.
“It feels as though there’s
been a whole breaking down
of the academic system when
somebody tries to cheat,”
Johnson said. “Granted, from
a student’s point of view, I
know why it happens.”
Haight said after more
data comes in that tracks the
number of plagiarism inci
dents per academic depart
ment, conclusions can be
drawn about which areas of
study or courses contain the
highest plagiarism reports,
which could lead to future
preventative measures.

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Study abroad fair encourages students to travel
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHERTZER&L ANTHORN.COM

Studying abroad is a way to
explore other countries while
still working with education.
MWtirdwibiiyffpit* > Lumper
rtea <1r Asia, students have the
bpffbn to seek out new cultures.
The annual Study Abroad
Fair, put on by the Padnos In
ternational Center (PIC), gave
Grand Valley State University
students all the information
they needed to get started. Ifie
fair took place Tuesday, Jan. 17,
from 10 ajn. to 3 p.m. in GV
SUs Henry Hall Atrium.
There, hundreds of inter
ested students flocked to tables
set up by program directors to
learn about an array of pro

grams in different countries,
lhe deadline to apply for study
abroad for the spring, summer,
fall and academic year 2017 is
Wednesday, Feb. 1.
“Just to get the exposure
cqjlural immersion, com
munication and culture is a
reason its important to study
abroad,” said Peter Zhang, a
GVSU professor and faculty
member for the London trip.
Zhang said for his specific
program, he and his students
will visit London in July for
about a month. He said it would
be a great way for students to
take in the different culture and
a way to forget about social me
dia and other distractions.
“(London) has the same
language but with a different

twist,” Zhang said. “There’s
something there that you
wouldn’t get anywhere else.”
For Zhang, London is a
wonderful place to study
abroad, but for other peo
ple,. like GVSU student
Krystyna Burchart, things
aren’t as set in stone.
“I’d like to travel and see
a different part of the world,
but it’s a big commitment,
and it also seems expen
sive,” Burchart said.
For students who want to
study abroad, there are ways to
help pay for the trip. Possible
methods include financial aid,
scholarships or grants. Many
students have also taken to
SEEING THE WORLD: The interior of the village of £ze in southern France, pictured Thursday, July 10,
2014. Students are able to travel to many countries through GVSU’s programs. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
SEE ABROAD I A5

SEXUAL ASSAULT

It’s on Us to hold stalking awareness event
Discussion will empower students to recognize, report stalking behavior
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
NEWS(a)L ANTHORN.COM

'

According to the Violence
Prevention and Action Center,
one in six women and one in
19 men in the United States
have experienced stalking in
their lifetime. Not only that,
hot individuals 18 to 24 years
old—the typical age range for
college students—experience
the highest rate of stalking.
These statistics, along with the
fact that January is National
Stalking Awareness Month,
are what drive the It’s on Us
campaign to take action and
spread awareness of this issue.
' Grand Valley State Univer
sity’s chapter of the It’s on Us
campaign will host a ‘Stalk
ing Awareness’ event Tuesday,
Jan. 24 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center Pere
Marquette Room. The event

will include information on
identifying the signs of stalk
ing, getting help and using the
resources available on campus
and in the community.
Klizabeth Schoedel, a grad
uate assistant in GVSU’s Wom
en’s Center, said the goal of the
event is to empower students
“to know what is stalking, know
their resources and to feel em
powered that stalking behavior
is not tolerated, especially if it
makes you feel unsafe.”
Through scenarios and
dialogue, the event will fol
low a theme of the relation
ship between social media and
stalking. Simultaneously, there
will be an incorporation of
contemporary issues, such as
music and media, in order to
clarify the difference between
the stereotypical movie stalker
and a stalker in real life. There
will also be a discussion about

SPEAK UP: Samanth3 Przybylski holds a sign behind the "It’s on Us”
social media stand Tuesday, Nov. 10, 2015. GVL I kevin sielaff

examining the relationship
between dating, domestic vio
lence and stalking.
“People talk a lot about
sexual assault,” Schoedel
said. “People talk a lot about
dating and domestic vio
lence. Stalking is fairly prev
alent, but maybe we don’t
have the terminology for it.”
Malayna Hasmanis, stu
dent senate vice president for
educational affairs, said the
event would challenge peo
ple’s ideas about stalking.
“This event is an amazing
opportunity for people to be
able to see beyond the social
norms of an issue that impacts
a lot more relationships than
we might think,” she said. “It’s
a great way to challenge our
thoughts and move forward.”
Anyone, regardless of sex or
gender, can be affected by stalk
ing. Because of this, the It’s on
Us event is an opportunity for
anyone to come and learn more
about stalking and the resourc
es GVSU and the surrounding
community have to offer.
The It’s on Us campaign was
initiated as part of President
Barack Obamas mission to
address campus violence, in
cluding sexual assault and do
mestic violence. The campaign
contains a pledge for personal
commitment to help keep peo
ple safe from sexual assault and
a promise to not be a passive
bystander to the problem but
to be a part of the solution. The
core of the campaign is to pro
mote the concept that it’s every
one’s responsibility to become

more educated and intervene
to end rape culture.
Ihe “Stalking Awareness”
event is LIB 100/201 ap
proved. Interested individuals
can contact the GVSU Wom
en’s Center for more informa
tion or visit www.gvsu.edu/
itsonus or itsonus.org to learn
more about the campaign.
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By Jayme Madison

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

Looking deeper
Research on cabinet members should be
valued when looking at Trump presidency
ince the election of fact that he was an “outsider”
Donald J. frump to politics and will put a “fresh
I Tuesday, Nov. 8, spin” on politics. However,
there has been no where do we draw the line?
shortage of people stepping Putting people in high posi
up to speak their mind about tions, such as in the U.S. cabi
the election results. From pro net, should be based on more
tests to speeches to celebrity than which rich person with a
endorsements, all eyes have political hobby will fit in best.
been on Trump and what his
Additionally, each of
presidency will mean for the Trumps picks have donated
U.S. However, as we get closer enormous amounts to the
and doser to inauguration
Frump campaign. Looking
day, we seem to be casting a at President Barack Obamas
shadow on a key part of any administration, we also see
presidency: cabinet picks.
cabinet members who do
These are the people who nated to the presidential
will be advising Trump on campaign; however, these
matters regarding plans of donations were nowhere
defense, the education sys near the amount the Trump
tem and many other impor cabinets contributions total.
tant parts of the U.S. gov We need to be looking past
ernment. We have to look at the glamour and flash of
what we have learned so far. these selections and take a
Throughout Trumps race serious look at the personal
to the White House, he has politics that we are bringing
been criticized for relying into the White House.
on instincts and personal
DeVos is not the only con
relationships instead of troversial selection Trump
focusing on strategic plan has made. For his secretary
ning and long-term goals. of state pick, Trump selected
Unfortunately, this rash be Rex Tillerson, the CEO of
havior seems to be also re Exxonmobil. The position is
flected in his choices for the regarded as one of the high
new White House Cabinet. est in the government and
Maybe Trump has a secret, has usually been occupied
genius plan that were just by a long-standing politi
all out of the loop on—but cian who has worked in the
government sphere for many
it’s highly doubtful.
One of the stories get years. Steve Bannon was also
ting the most reader traffic Trumps selection for chief
right now is the selection strategist. Bannon is known
and hearing of Betsy DeVos for having extreme alt-right
for the position of U.S. Sec views which conflict heav
retary of Education. Though ily with the basis of the Re
this story is getting attention publican party. Bannon is
worldwide, this is a pick that also quite publicly critical of
truly hits home for members House speaker Paul Ryan.
of the greater Grand Rapids You don’t have to be a dem
community. DeVos is known ocrat to be worried about
throughout Grand Rapids these choices that threaten
as a large benefactor for the the very reason America ex
community, as well as for the ists: freedom.
Republican Party.
So we’re left with a deci
The biggest problem with sion: Do we simply sit by as
the DeVos selection is her decisions are made for the
utter lack of experience and next four years without prop
the extreme personal views er thought and research, or
that she has on the education do we contact our representa
system. Though she is known tives, make our voices heard
as a strong education activist, and let the nation know that
she has no official training or we know better, that we de
experience with education serve better. Yes, Frump is go
other than the causes that she ing to be president, but what
puts money into and advo he does with the presidency
cates for. We understand that is up to us and what we allow,
part of the appeal of a Trump and we need to take that re
presidency was based on the sponsibility seriously.

S
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Millennials: who’s to blame?

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDITORIALaLANTHORN.COM

Something our society does
very well is put the blame on
people, or groups of people.
Regardless of the situation, we
won’t work our way out of it
until we first figure out whom
to blame. Well, lately it seems
that we’ve been having so
many different problems that
society is getting lazy. Instead
of getting to the root of the is
sue, society keeps pointing the
blame at one particular group,
over and over: millennials.

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-in-chief
Associate editor
News editor
Sports editor
A&E editor
Laker Life editor

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial(S)lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

The time has come, and as
of Friday, Jan. 20, president
elect Donald Trump will
become President Donald
Trump. Over the last couple
of months Americans have
dealt with this news with either
jubilation, despair or a sense
of uneasiness. With almost
3 million popular votes for
Hillary Clinton falling on deaf
ears, many Americans have felt
that this election exposed the
inadequacies of a dated poll
ing system based on electoral
votes. With this knowledge in
hand, those who don’t approve
of the election results now have
some decisions to make.
The youth of America
generally tends to lean toward
a more liberal viewpoint when

it comes to politics, something
that politicians like Donald
Trump do not always lend
themselves to. According to
CNN, voters between the
ages of 18-29 voted Clinton
rather than Trump by about
a 19 percent swing. Many
of Trump’s choices during
his campaign caused a large
uproar among younger voters
that no previous elections had
yet seen. Whether you support
Trump or not, I think that it is
fair to say that his rise to power
was one of the most beneficial
ways of introducing a younger
generation in to politics.
The introduction was not
an easy one and was filled with
many steps. For those whose
candidate lost the election
the first step of their grief was
denial. Denial is something
many people embraced in the
wake of the election. T rends of
#NotMyPresident and protests
filled the news mere days after
Trump won the election. Even
here on Grand Valley State
University’s campus, some
classes supposed to take place
the day after the election were
cancelled. With this mindset,
many citizens were able to
suppress the disappointment,
anger and unhappiness they
felt. However, as much as sup
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at certain places, past certain
times, with certain kids,
hinder our ability to interact
with people we normally
wouldn’t interact with.
Then again, maybe I am
wrong. Maybe our parents,
and our parent’s parents
had nothing to do with our
development, or lack thereof.
But maybe they never told
us ‘hey, you lost, you actually
don’t deserve this medal.’ Or
maybe they never told us we
had to endure conversing with
people we didn’t want to, like
it or not. And maybe when we
had a bad grade in a course, or
weren’t getting enough playing
time on the field, our parents
tried to save the day and talk to
the parent/coach for us.
So before millennials get
blamed for something prob
ably irrelevant to them, or
something that had been im
minent for decades, remember
who raised them. Or, com
pletely disregard this entire
column and call me ‘soft.’

porters of Clinton or Indepen
dent parties tried. Trump still
had secured the position of
president-elect.
From denial, people moved
into anger. Angry Facebook
posts and rants began to fill the
air. Now that Trump had won,
the reality of his time in office
began to enrage many people.
They finally began to realize
just how many mistakes had
been made during the election
by the media, the candidates
and the public. A candidate
that many initially felt held
no political backing had now
secured the most powerful
position in our country.
With that, people moved on
to bargaining, or a hope that
perusing through Trump’s past
and the United States Constitu
tion would expose something
that made him unable to hold
office. Articles were written,
posts were made and claims
were brought forward in an
attempt to impeach a man who
had not yet taken office.
When that didn’t work,
people turned toward de
pression. Many minorities
began to fear for the years
to come. Already since the
election, Trump’s intended
policies have begun to
frighten those who will lose

their access to programs they
have come to depend on.
However with grieving
comes the ability to reach
acceptance as the final step in
the process. This isn’t afforded
to all people though. So as we
look on to Trump’s inaugura
tion, some people are still not
quite ready to swallow that
pill. For those who are not, I
provide one more step to the
grieving process: action.
With action, I hope that the
citizens of the United States
who feel unhappiness in the
face of our new president will
take this election and use it as
a stepping stone for progress.
Nothing can be done to change
the results, so take the initiative
to become more informed and
involved in politics. Our gen
eration is one of the largest and
as we grow older, our opinions
will count for more. For those
who did support Trump, I
urge the same thing. Continue
taking action and following
your beliefs because America is
meant to be a democracy, it is
meant to be full of differences,
choices and chances. We have
many more electioas to face
in our lifetime, so do not let
one discourage you from your
democratic voice.

VALLEY VOTE

THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION

BLOG

Do you think that the GVSU
community is involved enough
with Allendale Township?

Do you plan to watch the
Presidential Inauguration?

"Journalism is an act of faith
in the future."

30%
70%

Yes

No

LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com

-Ann Curry

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU PLAN TO WATCH THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION?
ANACA BOWLTON

MIKE MORETTI

"Yes, I do.”

"No, I do not"

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Allied health science
HOMETOWN: Harrison. Michigan

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Film and video
HOMETOWN: Woodhaven. Michigan

AUSTIN FRENECZI

COLESON ANDERSON

"No, I’ll be scouting ways to protest.1

"Nope, I’ll be at work.”

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Film and video
HOMETOWN Niles. Michigan

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Film and video
HOMETOWN: Shelby. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

responsibility on them.
What generations
preceding millennials fail
to admit is either a) they
created this ‘monster’ from
the very beginning, or b)
they did a poor job rais
ing us. Let me explain. Do
you think we became an
entitled’ generation when a
group of 7-year olds revolted
because they did not get a
participation trophy when
they lost the game, or did a
group of parents from the
losing team come together
to hand out trophies to the
losers? Did society suddenly
lose precious seconds if not
minutes of attention span
just because? Or, after years
of regimented schedules
created by parents who only
wanted to involve their chil
dren in multiple activities,
did attention spans shorten?
Did we become superficial
only because we wanted to
or did parents who didn’t
want their kids to hang out

What happens after Trump takes office?

BY SHAE SLAUGHTER
EDI TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

HANNAH LENTZ
JESS HODGE
EMILY DORAN
BEAU TROUTMAN
KATE BRANUM
ASHLYN KORIENEK

Right or wrong, people
are always taking shots at
us. Whether it’s our sense
of entitlement, our laziness,
our lack of attention span,
or some other not entirely
relevant clause, older genera
tions have no problem attrib
uting one of these worn out
cliches to any given problem.
Personally, I have no problem
‘accepting’ the fact that we
are lazy. Whether it’s right or
wrong, it’s no longer up for
discussion, millennials have
been dubbed as ‘lazy’ so we
might as well wear it.
You just have to remem
ber, this label is coming from
the generation that took two
different routes to school, just
so they could walk uphill both
on their way to and from. So
when we are working smarter
instead of harder, they see lazi
ness. But again, I am not trying
to argue whether or not we
are ‘lazy,’entitled,’ or whatever
else prior generations want to
call us, I am here to pin some

♦ ♦ ♦ *
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HEALTH INITIATIVES

GV named bicycle friendly university
The League of American Bicyclists recognizes university’s services, programs
BY EMILY DORAN
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
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GETTING AROUND: Alison Farnsworth rides her bike near the Kirkhof Center Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2016.
GVSU was named a bicycle friendly univeristy in recognition of its various services. GVL I SARA CARTE

In May 2016, Grand Val
ley State University joined
the Partnership for a Health
ier America and committed
to undertake several healthrelated initiatives to contin
ue to improve the wellbeing
of the GVSU community.
One of the requirements
of this commitment was to
become a bicycle friendly
university (BFU), a recogni
tion GVSU recently received
from The League of American
Bicyclists, which gave GVSU
a silver award in acknowledg
ment of its bicycling ameni
ties, services and programs.
Capt. Brandon DeHaan
of the GVSU Police Depart
ment said GVSU’s new status
as a BFU positively reflected its
health and sustainability goals.
“It says that Grand Val
ley has a commitment to
bicycles,” he said. “I think
it’s something that the uni
versity ought to be proud
of. (I) think it’s something
that we can build on more.”
Joe Bitely, the assistant
director of Campus Rec
reation, submitted the ap
plication for GVSU to be
named a BFU.
“When I took over the
bike rental program, I didn’t
want it to be just a bike rent
al program,” he said. “I’ve
always believed it could be
something much more than
that, and I stumbled upon
and started using The League
of American Bicyclists bike
friendly university program

as kind of a framework for
what we should be doing.”
Bitely said the application
included roughly 70 ques
tions related to education,
engineering,
enforcement,
encouragement and evalua
tion. While Bitely specializes
in some of these areas of bicy
cling at GVSU, he said it took
a campus-wide effort to ac
count for each of these areas.
“There was a lot of collab
oration, a lot of reaching out
to some of the other depart
ments on campus to collect
data and figure out what it is
that they’re doing that would
help our cause,” he said.
There are numerous bicy
cling amenities, services and
programs available at GVSU.
“We try to offer a hand
ful of educational workshops
(covering)
general
bike
safety, basic maintenance,
(things) like that,” Bitely said.
In addition, there are 4,173
bicycle parking spaces through
out the Allendale Campus.
There is also a bicycle
maintenance shop available
in the Laker Village South
Community Center Of
fice where mechanics can
fix GVSU bike rentals. In
addition, individuals can
bring their own bikes to do
self-service repairs, and the
bike shop staff can help in
dividuals assess their bikes
and lend them tools.
“Anyone can bring their
bike out and we’ll help you
figure out what’s wrong with
it and give you the tools and
the knowledge to fix it,” Bite
ly said. “We currently don’t

offer any for-sale parts or any
for-pay maintenance. (That)
is something we’re hop
ing will be ready to roll out
when the snow melts and the
weather warms this spring.”
There are several ways bi
cyclists wishing to take advan
tage of GVSU’s bicycle friendly
status can stay safe and take
care of their bikes. DeHaan
said all bicycles on campus at
GVSU must be registered. He
also recommends that bicy
clists wear helmets and lock
their bikes securely when
they’re not in use. In addition,
he said there are several safety
rules bicyclists need to follow.
“We had a couple of
motor vehicle crashes this
fall that involved bicycles
that were responsible for
the crashes because they
did not either stop and/or
impeded traffic,” DeHaan
said. “When we’re riding a
bike, sometimes we forget
about some of the rules of
the road, and those rules of
the road specifically about
stopping, looking both ways
and paying attention to
what’s going on around us.”
Bitely said there was a
newly formed bicycle adviso
ry group at GVSU comprised
of representatives from stu
dent senate, Campus Recre
ation, Facilities Planning and
other university departments.
Individuals interested in join
ing the advisory group can
contact Bitely to learn more.
For more information about
the resources available to bicy
clists at GVSU, visit http://www.
gvsu.edu/outdooradventures/.

WOMEN’S COMMISSION

Leading the community
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HerStory presenter Suzeanne Benet
discusses lifelong trials, successes
BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS a LANTHORN.COM

From being raised in the
suburbs of Georgia, to getting
her first position in Chicago
at DePaul University’s mar
keting school, to falling in
love with Grand Valley State
University as a professor and
department chair, Suzeanne
Benet has been through nu
merous trials and tribulations
and met her fair share of peo
ple, both kind and unkind.
However, as assistant vice
president for academic af
fairs at GVSU, she has main
tained the same mentality
her entire journey, from be
ing in high school to being
a department chair: “Be nice
and respectful to everyone."
“There’s no reason, even
when you’re disagreeing with
them, you do it respectfully,”
Benet said. “I figure I work
with a lot of smart people and
how do I know their idea isn’t
better than mine? And I’ve al
ways treated (it) that way.”
As part of this year’s Wom
en’s Commission HerStory
series, Benet talked about her
life and the influences people
had on her as she grew up and
became the person she is to
day. In her presentation, she
outlined the importance of
her family, her quest for nice

ABROAD
CONTINUED FROM A3

p.

crowdfunding and created a
GoFundMe to collect mon
ey from friends and family.
Zhang suggested speaking to
the GVSU Office of Finan
cial Aid and Scholarships
or to a program director to
help try to cut costs down.
Zhang said the culture
shock is something to be aware
of when studying abroad. He
said students often don’t real
ize that once they land in the
United Kingdom, there is a
new set of laws. The drinking
age is 18 in the U.K., which
often surprises students vis
iting the country when they
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
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ness and how she ended up at
her current role at GVSU.
“I’m a practical person,”
she joked throughout her
presentation.
The HerStory series is an
annual series put on by the
Women’s Commission since
2003 that has had over 50 par
ticipants tell their stories of
how they grew up and became
the women they are today.
“HerStory presenters are
leaders who share their dy
namic personal stories to
inspire the GVSU commu
nity,” said Samantha Minnis,
the co-chair for advocacy on
the Women’s Commission.
Benet told her story with a
series of stories and tangents
from her early childhood, all
the way up through when
she took the job has assistant
vice president for academic
affairs. While her stories may
have seemed disjointed at
first, they all circled back.
Her backstory is filled with
several instances of luck and
chance finding her when she
was at difficult moments in her
life. For example, during her
time at DePaul, she had her first
child, and a department chair
tried to use that as a reason
for her to no longer be eligible
for tenure. At the same time,
her husband got a job offer at
Michigan State University and

had only two weeks to reply.
As luck would have it, a
friend of hers recommended
checking out GVSU in order
to escape the predicament she
was in.
“1 called Grand Valley on
Tuesday,” Benet said. “They
talked to me; they said fax
us your resume. I did. They
said come in on Thursday of
that same week and you’ll do
your presentation by Friday,
and by Friday evening, they
had made me a verbal of
fer. And so, I’m like, this is
meant to be and so I took it.”
Throughout the retell
ing of her story, Benet em
phasized the importance
her family had on her life,
citing her parents as a huge
reason she went to college.
“We’re 12 months apart in
age and (my) family had no
money; my dad was in gradu
ate school,” Benet said. “So we
were both living the same life I
think, and then very driven to
go through college. So were at
the same stage in our life cycle.”
Although she had to over
come a number of obstacles,
Benet stuck with what she
knew best: being kind to those
around her, which would take
her a long way. She may have
been in every club in high
school, as she puts it, but just
being nice is what made her

SHARING: Suzeanne Benet presents during the annual Women's Commission HerStory series Wednes
day, Jan. 18. Benet discussed her personal journey to professional success at GVSU. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

stand out from the rest, as
she found out when she went
back to her hometown with
her kids and bumped into a
former high school classmate.
“She said to my kids, ‘You
know, your mom, she was like
the smartest person in our
whole school, (but) she was al
ways nice,”’ Benet said. “And I
really appreciated her saying to
them that I was nice.
“So, I would say that’s it in a
nut: I try. I’m maybe not always
successful--I can have a bad
day like anybody--but I try’’

see younger people drinking.
Zhang suggests always staying
alert while in another country
to ensure one’s safety.
Students studying abroad
have the option to fill major
requirements, minor require
ments, electives and intern
ship
requirements.
Study
abroad walk-in advising hours
at the PIC take place Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. in Lake Ontario Hall,
room 130. Also, there are firststep meetings every Wednes
day from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. and
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 2
p.m. at the same location.
For more information,
visit gvsu.edu/studyabroad.

College Special
$6.95 1 Item pi;
with valid
GVSU ID
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I’m a singer born in Barbados on
February 20,1988.1 used to sell
clothes in a street stall with my dad. I
listened to reggae as a child. I hit it
big in 2007 with my second album,
and I’ve sold more than 40
million albums during my career.
OVERSEAS: La ville d'Eze overlooks the Ligurian Sea in southern
France, pich'-ed Thursday, July 10, 2014 gvl I kevin sielaff
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
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THIRD ANNUAL SALUTE TO LATIN AS’ AT GV
The Delta Tau Lambda sorority chapter at Grand
Valley State University will host the third an
nual Salute to Latinas event called "The Power of
Diversity: Afro-Latina."
Located in the Pere Marquette Room in the Kirkhof
Center Friday, Jan. 20, the ceremony is hosted annually
to recognize and honor the positive mobility of Latina
women in the community. The group will announce an
outstanding “Diamond Award” for a woman who goes
above and beyond to serve the community.
The event is free and open to the public, and will
take place at 7 p.m. Free food and prizes will be of
fered at ceremony. Contact Poolek@mail.gvsu.edu
with any questions.

'LIFE BEYOND THE CLASSROOM’ ALUMNI OF
COLOR PANEL DISCUSSION
The African American Alumni Chapter and
the Latin@ Alumni Chapter at Grand Valley State
University presents the discussion “Life Beyond the
Classroom” Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the Alumni House.
From 5:45 p.m. to 8 p.m., students are invited to join
the talk initiated by professionals that will explore ways
to obtain jobs, tips about balancing personal and work
lives and how to be authentic and still obtain a job. The
evening will begin with a networking dinner and end
with a facilitated panel discussion.
Those interested must reserve a spot, or contact
the Office of Multicultural Affairs at (616) 331-2177 or
Alumni Relations at (616) 331-3590.
*

SURVIVOR BEHAVIOR: NAVIGATING A CULTURE
OF BLAME
The Grand Valley State University Academic Senate
and the student senate have sponsored a Teach-In
session Thursday, Jan. 19 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, Room 2215 on the Allendale Campus. This
interactive conversations session will explore the ways in
which rape culture impacts survivors of sexual violence.
The conversation will also take a look at how the our
"culture of blame” affects survivors’ behaviors.

ATO continues to 'walk
hard’ for MS research
BY RILEY COLLINS
RCOL L INS@LA N THORN. COM

The term “university fund
raiser” often brings up images
of social gatherings or crowded
rallies. For Grand Valley State
University’s Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity however, fundraising
is no clean-cut effort.
The group is gearing up
for their annual “ATO Walks
Hard” event, which donates
proceeds to the National Mul
tiple Sclerosis Foundation.
The walk involves a seven
day, 160-mile trek starting from
Traverse City, Michigan, all
the way back to the Allendale
Campus. Along the way, ATO
will stay overnight in seven dif
ferent churches on their route,
and attend to the side effects
that come with walking con
tinuously for seven days.
These stressors can take the
form of anything from painful
shin splints, to bruised feet and
toenail injuries.
“Its kind of like the most
fun we’ve ever had, but at the
same time it’s almost like the
worst thing we’ve ever experi
enced,” said Connor McDon
ald, ATO historian. “One of

the things we say is ‘it’s more
mental than physical.’”
For the past four years, ATO
has braved brutal northern
Michigan winters in order to
raise funds for multiple sclero
sis (MS) research. It is a battle
that is slowly being won, but
not without difficulty.
MS is a disease of the cen
tral nervous system that unpredictably disrupts the pro
gression of information within
the brain. While many of those
suffering with MS can be edu
cated on its symptoms, the
unfortunate truth is that the
cause of MS is still unknown.
As its frequently diag
nosed within people usually
20 to 50-years-old, MS can
easily effect family members
of college-aged students.
For this reason, Tammy
Willis, vice president of spe
cial events at the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society
(NMSS) Michigan chapter,
has been working with ATO
since their first annual walk
to stress the importance of
funding research fast.
“Research is incredibly im
portant. We need to find the
cure,” she said. “But there’s
work to be done in the mean

time to help people live life as
full as possible.”
Not only is research im
portant to conduct so that a
cure is found quicker, it also
provides knowledge for those
going through different stag
es of their life with MS.
Willis stressed the impor
tance of continually recogniz
ing people’s everyday struggles
rather than their overall battle
with the disease. The real things,
such as experiencing weddings
and marriages, can sometimes
be lost for those who focus on
identifying causes and solu
tions and not much in between.
In an effort to raise aware
ness about this disease and
research funding, ATO has
donated over $100,000 to the
National Multiple Sclerosis
Society in the last four years.
Along with the exponential
growth they have experienced
since starting the event, ATO’s
goals have also grown.
“This year we want to
make our biggest year yet
with a goal of $45,000 to be
raised by the end of the walk,”
said Ben Eastburg, ATO phi
lanthropy chairman.
These funds come through
local businesses, family, friends

and even other students. They
are contributed to the NMSS
to aid in an overall goal of
$50,000,000 in research dona
tions alone this year.
In return, the NMSS pro
vides scholarships to students
with MS or who have parents
with the disorder. Though
students who want to con
tribute to a cause might not
have much to donate, Wil
lis explains that every dollar
counts in such a large fight.
In addition, she said what
students can not contribute in
cash, they can over social me
dia by spreading information
about events such as ATO’s.
The “ATO Walks Hard”
will be preceded by a kickoff
event Thursday, March 2 dur
ing MS awareness week. The
rally is free to students and
will introduce walkers and
speakers from the NMSS.
During awareness week,
ATO and other campus groups
will participate in different
competitions to encourage
donations and spread aware
ness. Students can donate to
the “ATO Walks Hard” event
through ATO’s Facebook page.

ACOUSTIC MUSIC

‘The Icarus Account’ performs
coffee shop concert at GV
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

SING: Trey Turner from The Icarus
Account. GVL | MACKENZIE BUSH

Exchanging witty remarks,
rapping a reworked version of
Nicki Minaj’s “Super Bass” and
covering artists like Ed Sheeran were only a few moments
musicians Trey and Ty Turner
shared with Grand Valley State
University students.
After waiting nearly 45
minutes in the Kirkhof Cen
ter’s Grand River Room, eager
fans indulged in a relaxing,
coffee shop-style concert Tues
day, Jan. 17, featuring the twin
brothers who form the Icarus
Account, an acoustic pop band.
“We left sunny Florida for
snowy Michigan,” Ty Turner
said, greeting the audience.
“So, it better be worth it.”
Shortly after, the musi
cians belted out a mashup
of the Goo Goo Doll’s hit
song “Iris,” Alicia Keys’ “If I
Ain’t Got You” and “Sorry”
by pop artist Justin Bieber.

GVSU’s Spotlight Produc
tions hosted the duo, who are
Florida natives that write and
record their own music.
The brothers recently
released the album “Over
the Moon” June 21, 2016,
with a collection of upbeat
songs like “Cherry Street”
and heartfelt ballads like
“Not Coming Home.”
“We are really look
ing forward to this show I
think students are going to
like it,” Alyssa Jones, music
chair for Spotlight Produc
tions, said before the show.
During the show, the broth
ers shared personal accounts
for each original song and re
vealed the meaning. Trey joked
about a past love his sister en
countered, which led to the
birth of the song “Chicago.”
“I wrote this song about
a long lost love,” he said.
“But I also have a long lost
love in Chicago, it’s called
deep dish pizza.”

Encouraging the audience
to shout in approval, the duo
held a short contest between
three different songs prom
ising to perform the one re
ceiving the loudest cheers.
The choices were amongst
the artists Usher, Jason Mraz
and Little Big Town.
Overwhelmingly,
the
crowd decided on a rendi
tion of Jason Mraz’s love
song “I Won’t Give Up.”
Closing their set around
9:45 p.m., the band played
many crowd favorites like
“So in Love” and initiated a
crowd sing-along.
After the show, the musi
cians invited fans to a photo-op,
with a chance to ask questions
or buy merchandise.
Making for a cozy night
indoors, students were able
to enjoy an array of treats and
hot beverages, which Jones
said was a primary aspect to
the concert’s success.
In addition, she said the up-
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WALK HARD: The brothers of ATO walk to Traverse City, Michi
gan March 4, 2016 for MS research. COURTESY | KELLAN DEWITT

close, personal aspect provides
a positive atmosphere for those
who do not want to attend the
larger spring concert.
“It’s a bit more of an intimate
concert rather than the spring
concert which is kind of for
fun,” Jones said. “It’s such a large
event and it’s super fun, but this
is a little more relaxed — being
close to the band.”
Addressing other up
coming events, Jones said
Spotlight Productions will

announce the headlining act
for the 2017 spring concert
within the next few months.
The committee is still in the
process of deliberation.
“Definitely keep an eye
out we will have it coming,”
she said.
For those interested in
attending more of Spotlight
Production’s events, visit
www.gvsu.edu/studentlife/
programming/.

CAMPUS INITIATIVES

GV ‘Out List’ promotes solidarity to LGBT youth
BY TY KONELL
TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM

Whether it is finding
community among peers
or cultivating a mentorship,
connections based on com
mon ground and lived ex
periences play a significant
role in gaining comfort in
one’s personal identity.
For this reason, Grand
Valley State University has
created an “Out List,” a col
lection of faculty and staff
who openly identify as part
of the LGBT community.
Officials in the Milton E.
Ford LGBT Resource Center
said the list can be used as a
source of empowerment for
GVSU students who identify
within the community looking
forward into professional life.
“It’s important for LGBTQIA college students to see
themselves in the professional
world,” said Marla Wick, assis
tant director in the center. “The
Out List is comprised of people
who are actively modeling what
it means to be out about their
identities in the workplace.”
The list may operate as a
means of forming a sense of
comradery and personal safety
for LGBT students entering the
post-collegiate working world.
“The LGBTQIA faculty
and staff listed in the Out
List model for students the

possibility and reality of
being an openly out profes
sional,” said Jen Hsu-Bishop,
director of the LGBT Center.
Both Wick and Hsu-Bishop related its importance
to a lack of state-mandated
protections for people in
the workplace who identify
within the community.
“LGBTQIA college students
have to think about how and
whether to be out in the work
place, depending on a number
of factors and beginning with
considerations of personal safetyf Wick said. “The Out List
provides these students, as well
as other faculty and staff, with
a visible community of people,
many of whom will have navi
gated similar experiences.”
A collaboration between
the GVSU Division of In
clusion and Equity and the
LGBT Faculty and Staff As
sociation, the Out List may
strengthen the message of in

clusion on GVSU’s campus.
“The list reflects and aligns
with GVSU’s commitment to
identifying and eliminating
barriers to recruit and retain
diverse students, faculty and
staff’ Hsu-Bishop said “The
Out List highlights and makes
visible the many LGBTQIA
professionals who are part of
the diverse fabric of our univer
sity’s community.”
Although the GVSU Out
List is not the first to be cre
ated on a college campus, it
is said to offer the potential
to become a source of com
munity and perceptibility on
other campuses state wide
and across the country.
“Such lists have existed
at other campuses across
the nation for some time.
But, again, one of the chal
lenges our community faces
is visibility,” Wick said.
Ultimately, Wick said the
list promotes visibility and

VISIBILITY: The GVSU Division of Inclusion and Equity collaborated with
the LGBT Resource Center to form an "Out List." GVL | SARA CARTE

solidarity while acting both as
a source of strength and men
torship for the LGBT com
munity, and acts as evidence
for people who question the
need for LGBT advocacy.

“GVSU’s vision of in
clusion and equity is un
equivocal about the need
to support and advocate for
marginalized
communi
ties, and the Out List helps

make visible a community
that can be otherwise diffi
cult to see,” said Wick.
To view the Out List
or add yourself to it, visit
gvsu.edu/outlist.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to food.
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GV SOCCER ADDS TRANS
FER FOR 2017 SEASON
The Grand Valley State wom
en’s soccer team will welcome
transfer Katrina Giantsopoulos
from Davis and Elkins College in
the Elkins, West Virginia for the
2017 season.
The Lakers fell short
of a fourth consecutive
NCAA Division II National
Championship, but the addition
of Giantsopoulos will boast the
Lakers current roster.
Giantsopoulos, a 5’8’’ forward
from Markham, Ontario, played
for a prominent Canadian Club
FC Durham Academy before join
ing Davis and Elkins.
In her second season as
a Senator, she led the team
to the program's first NCAA
Tournament appearance.
In her freshman season,
Giantsopoulos led the nation
with 70 points and a 1.61 goals
per game average.
Her school-record 29 goals
were good enough for second in
the nation. She was named to the
All-Midwest Region First Team
and HERO Sports Dll Newcomer
of the Year.
The GVSU soccer program
historically recruits successful
transfers into the program.
The most recent transfer
was forward Jayma Martin who
scored 30 goals to go along with
19 assists in two seasons in a
Lakers uniform.
In 2013, the Lakers gained
transfer Katy Woolley, who
helped the team to three straight
national championships.
Giantsopoulos will join a
Lakers squad that will lose a his
torically successful senior class
for next season.
All-Americans Marti Corby
and Clare Carlson are two of the
key departures. Explosive for
wards Jayma Martin and Kendra
Stauffer are also graduating
before next season along with
midfielder Gabbie Guibbord.
Although the Lakers are
losing a number of seniors, the
team is returning the Ron Lenz
Division II Player of the Year
Gabriella Mencotti.
Giantsopoulos and Mencotti
could be a dangerous duo on
the offensive end of the field in
the 2017 season.
BASKETBALL TO HOST
PIZZA WARS
The Grand Valley State men’s
and women’s basketball teams
will be pitted up against Wayne
State Thursday, Jan. 19.
During the games, GVSU will
host Pizza Wars on the adjacent
court in the Fieldhouse.
Pizza Wars is a competition
between local pizza vendors
on who has the best pizza.
Participants vote on the best
pizza after tasting an unlimited
amount from any vendor. All
pizza is free for attendees.
The five vendors participating
in the event are Peppino’s Pizza,
Cottage Inn Pizza, Papa John’s
Pizza, Jet’s Pizza, and Hungry
Howie’s Pizza.
Pizza will be served from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. before the votes
are counted.
The games are crucial for
both the men’s and women’s
teams, each having their own
conference implications.
The men are in a five way tie
for second place in the GLIAC
standings. The women are tied
for third with Michigan Tech.
The Thursday games precede
Saturday’s home matchups with
rival Saginaw Valley State.
The women will kick off the
day at noon, followed by the men
at 2 p.m.

STUDENT-ATHLETE: Grand Valley State point guard Myles Miller surveys the court. Miller, a junior, has started all 16 of the Lakers' games this season at the point guard
position, averaging seven points-per-game with a team high 63 assists in about 27 minutes-per-game, the most he's averaged in his GVSU career, gvl | KEVIN sielaff

BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPOR TS(cOL A N THORN. COM

M

yles Miller drives
an expensive car.

It isn’t a Lexus,
a Porsche or even
a Corvette. The car Miller
drives runs on elbow grease,
not gasoline. How well it op
erates is up to him, and so far,
its been running smoothly.
The car he drives is the
Grand Valley State mens
basketball team.
“The point guard posi
tion, to a certain extent is
like driving a car,” said GVSU
coach Ric Wesley. “If you got
a crazy man driving, the peo
ple in the backseat are hang
ing on for dear life. I own the

car, I’m giving (Miller) the
keys to the car. I’d like to have
somebody keep it between
the lines, keep it out of the
ditch, and he does that.
“Sometimes he’s not
quite able to win the car
race, but at the same time,
the car comes back without
a lot of dents in it. That’s
his responsibility—keep us
moving down the road at a
comfortable, safe pace.”
Miller, the junior GVSU
point guard, is in his first
year as a full-time starter this
season. He’s averaging seven
points-per-game and has a
team-high 63 assists in about
27 minutes-per-game. He is
coming off of one of his best
games yet, a 93-78 win over

Northw(kx1 Jan. 12. He had
19 points on 8-of-8 shooting
with seven assists.
It’s a big step up for Mill
er, who played a little over
11 minutes a game in his
first two seasons as a Laker.
He’s started in all 16 of GVSU’s games this season—he
made 12 starts in his first
two years combined—and
he says his experiences have
prepared him to be a full
time starting point guard at
the Division II level.
Running point, or “driv
ing the car” carries with it
a lot of responsibility and
attention to detail.
“I’ve been in that posi
tion all my life,” Miller said.
“My dad has always told

W. BASKETBALL

Quick learner
Freshman Jenn DeBoer progressing
quickly for GV women’s hoops

VARSITY SCHEDULE
iimmiiiimilimmmiiiiimiimmiimmmiiiimmi

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, 8 p.m. vs. Wayne State
Saturday, 2 p.m. vs. Saginaw
Valley State
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday, 6 p.m. vs. Wayne State
Saturday, 12 p.m. vs. Saginaw
Valley State
TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, 3 p.m. at GVSU Open
SWIM AND DIVE
Saturday, 1 p.m. vs. Indianapolis
» •

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

FRESHMAN PHENOM: Grand Valley State backup point guard Jenn DeBoer goes up for a layup
during GVSU’s game agaisnt Rochester College Nov. 16 at the GVSU Fieldhouse gvl | emily frye

me, ‘you’re not going to be versity of Michigan. The dif
6’5”, you’re not going to be ference between the two was
6’10”, so might as well learn Miller had a guarantee to play
(how to play point) now.’ I basketball as a laker, while
dealt with that all through Michigan wanted him to take
out high school—handling an academic scholarship and
the ball, having control of be a preferred walk-on with
the team, having awareness the basketball team, rather
than be guaranteed a spot
on the court.
Academics are very im
“I’m still learning, but
I’ve always been doing it, so portant to Miller—he was
named to the GLIAC All-AcJ
it’s not too much to ask.”
Miller was a standout at ademic Team last season—
Ottawa Hills High School and the prospect of going to a
growing up, earning an All- < national brand like Michigan
State Honorable Mention soupded enticing,^
“The ball isn’t going to
and was named a McDon
bounce forever,” Miller said.
ald’s All-America nominee.
Near the end of his high “My father always told me
school recruitment, Miller that very saying, ‘what are you
narrowed his college choices
down to GVSU and the Uni
SEE MILLER I A9

guard Janae Langs. “I know
my freshman year I was
shaking in my shoes, not
Down the stretch in an that she isn’t, but she puts
eventual loss to Northwood, her game face on really well.”
DeBoer is not afraid
the Grand Valley State wom
en’s basketball team needed to of the spotlight—in high
find a rhythm on offense. As school, she played in two
sistant coach Phil Sayers drew state championship games
up a couple of plays during in her sophomore and senior
timeouts in order to try to years. She is a player who is
find that rhythm. The plays not afraid of the spotlight.
Her high school experi
were not for one of the seven
seniors on the team to take ence is not the only factor that
the shot, but instead intended got her to this point, Since ar
riving in Allendale, DeBoer
for freshman Jenn DeBoer.
DeBoer, a point guard has worked tirelessly in the
from Grand Rapids South gym under two senior guards
Christian High School, ac like Iangs and Taylor Lutz.
“It’s really inspiring to me,”
climated quickly with the
college level game, making DeBoer said. “I see them, and
they work so
an
immedi_
hard. Going up
ate impact on
against
them in
the team. In
my freshman
practice every
her first game
year I was shaking
day, that makes
against Quincy,
in my shoes, not
me so much
DeBoer scored
better.”
11 points in 14
that (DeBoer)
While she
minutes on the
isn’t, but she puts
works
hard
court.
her
game
face
on
on
the
court,
“I
knew
DeBoer works
that stepping
really well.”
just as hard
into the college
off the court.
level was going
JANAE LANGS
She is a natural
to be so much
SENIOR GUARD
student of the
faster, so much
game, and her
different than
high school,” DeBoer said. recent subject is Washing
“That gave me confidence ton guard Kelsey Plum.
Plum is the nation’s lead
knowing that I can do it.”
In recent weeks, an em ing scorer at the Division I
phasis of the Lakers’ game level and recently became the
plan has been to get the first player in PAC-12 history
starters more rest and, in to score 3,000 career points.
“Here’s a kid who is hunt
turn, DeBoer is one of the
main beneficiaries of more ing me down to get film to
watch (Plum’s) game from
time on the court.
In the past two weeks, Sunday night because she
she has played over 15 min couldn’t watch it,” Sayers
utes in three games and said. “(DeBoer is) just a kid
reached double-digit point who wants to be the best.
margins twice in that span. Anything you throw at the
It is no accident DeBoer is kid, she just reps it until its
receiving time on the court darn near perfect.”
With the combination of
so quickly in her collegiate
career because she is not hard work and more playing
time, DeBoer is only getting
afraid of the big moment.
“The biggest thing for a more confident with the ball
freshman is to have com
posure,” said senior point
SEE JENN | A9

BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICKCcdLA N THORN. COM

JANUARY 19, 2017
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
QGVLSPORTS #

A8 | SPORTS
TRACK AND FIELD

Amazing Grace
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSOmLANTHORN.COM

The 800-meter run: the
most hated event of the
pentathlon.
Just under three laps
around the track in basi
cally an all-out sprint. Not
to mention it is the fifth and
final event of the competi
tion so an athletes entire
body is bound to be tired.
Imagine being an ath
lete facing those last 800
meters of track. Now add
to the equation a chance at
a school record.
This was the situation for
Grand Valley States Grace Pe
terson Friday, Jan. 13 at the
Bob Eubanks Open as she ap
proached the starting line.
The junior had already
calculated exactly what she

needed to run the grueling
800 meters in to secure the
mark she had positioned
herself to reach: a new
GVSU pentathlon record.
Now it was just about the
execution. She needed to run
the race in faster than 2 min
utes and 32 seconds. Though it
would be a personal best time,
she knew she had it in her.
“For the (multi-event
athletes), since none of us
are 800 runners, it’s so men
tal,” she said. “Its just how
much you actually want it.
It’s a blessing and a curse
because it hurts a lot more
when you have to do that.”
Peterson flew around the
track, coming down the home
stretch as the clock reached 2
minutes and 30 seconds.
“There’s a clock on the end
of the finish line and I saw the

2:30,” she said. “I knew I was
really close, but the clock is a
little bit off, so I didn’t know.”
Crossing the finish line, she
collapsed on the ground with
exhaustion. She knew she was
near the time she wanted, but at
this point catching her breath
and letting her jello-like legs re
cover was more important than
worrying about performance.
“I had so many teammates
come up to me and say, ‘Grace
you did so great,”’ she said.
“They were congratulating me
just for finishing in general.
One of my teammates took off
my shoes for me and helped
me up and brought me water.
They were so sweet about it.”
And then Peterson’s official
time flashed up on the screen:
2:31.70. It was senior Samora
Nesbitt who saw it first, know
ing right away what it meant.

Pentathlon record-setter Grace
Peterson living up to expectations
“He ran over and was
like, ‘Grace you did it,”’ Pe
terson said. “I had baby deer
legs trying to get off the
ground trying to celebrate.
My arms were flung up in
the air. I was so excited.”
Peterson had secured a
place in the record books
with a score of 3,223 points
in the pentathlon, dislodg
ing Jocelyn Kuksa’s 2009
mark of 3,218 points.
“That was one of her main
goals for indoor,” fellow pentathlete Jessica Gustad said.
“She wanted to break the
pentathlon record. When I
found out, I was so happy
for her. I ran up to her and
gave her a big hug. There is
nobody who is more deserv
ing of that than her.”
A record in any event
would not have seemed

VERSATILE: Grand Valley State track and field’s Grace Peterson jumps over a hurdle. Peterson broke the GVSU record for the pentathlon
event Friday, Jan. 13, with a total score of 3,223, breaking the previous mark of 3,218 set by Jocelyn Kuksa in 2009. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

possible to Peterson during
her freshman year in 2014.
“My parents can attest to
this. I.was just a mess at the be
ginning. I got here and noticed
how well everybody else did,”
she said. “I know that I didn’t
really seem like I was going to
be much of a contributor.
“I had a personal record in
high jump that got a lot of at
tention from smaller schools,
but all the high jumpers here
are fantastic. And then my
hurdles tlme“\wasn’t anything
like the hurdlers here, and 1 had
never long jumped before, I’d
never shot putted, I’d never run
anything further than a 400,
and that was one time ever.”
She had to spend her time
learning all these new skills in
order to be successful in both
the pentathlon and the hep
tathlon. Skills like throwing the
javelin and running longer dis
tances were completely foreign.
At the same time Peterson
had to balance a rigorous ac
ademic program with work
and track, something that
weighed on her, but giving
up on her sport wasn’t some
thing she was willing to do.
“Track is my stress relief, it’s
where all my friends are. It’s my
social hour honestly,” Peterson
said. “Even though were all
here working toward a bigger
goal, it is where you get to see
the people that you love and
you get to hang out with them
all the time.”
But dedication is a per
sonality trait that sets Pe
terson apart and put her on
the path to success.
“Grace is one of the
hardest working people
I know,” Gustad said. “At
practice she’s always one of
the first ones there and one
of the last ones to leave.”
Her junior year has
brought the breakthrough
she worked so hard for.
Her performance at the
Bob Eubanks Open gave her
a GVSU record, but next on
the chopping block is a pro
visional qualifying mark
which will give Peterson a
shot at the national meet.
She will need to score at
least 3,500 points in order
to make a national push,
GVSU multi-events coach

Steve Jones said.
“T hat’s about 60 more points
per event,” he said. “That’s 2
inches in the high jump, or 0.2
seconds in the hurdles, or 3
seconds in the 800. As long as
she keeps developing and pro
gressing the way she has been,
I think she can reach that level.”
Peterson, who hasn’t made
the trip to the national meet
yet in her career, would be
honored to represent the Lak
ers on the biggest college stage.
“I can’t even imagine,”
she said. “Grand Valley is
so close-knit. We’ve even
got our own little jumps
squad and it’s like a family.
“I would feel very honored
to be able to do something like
that for them. Even having bro
ken the record, everybody was
so congratulatory and I just felt
like I was glad to have all these
people around me, encourag
ing me. I want to do something
like (go to nationals) for them.”
Peterson admits the hur
dles are her biggest enemy at
this point, but she credits the
coaches for helping her hone
in on and develop each in
dividual skill. Throws coach
Sean Denard and sprints and
hurdles coach Alan Dunson
have both played a significant
role in her blossoming into a
strong competitor, but Jones
is the one who has given her
the biggest boost, she said.
“I love Alan and Sean,
but coach Steve is the multi
coach,” she said. “Even
though he doesn’t coach us
through every event, dur
ing my freshman year he
did. He was a multi when
he was a track and field
athlete in college, so he is
very understanding about
the whole thing.
“Steve has always been
really great. Even if you
aren’t where you want to
be, he’s going to continue to
help you try and get there.”
Jones has seen how far
Peterson has come since
joining the GVSU team as
a freshman and he can tell
what she has ahead of her.
“She can reach the na
tional qualifying mark this
year,” he said. “Next year
I think she can get to the
(national) meet.”

CLUB HOCKEY

arly impact
BY ROBBIE TRIANO

RTRIANO@LANTHORN.COM

ANSWERS PG. 10
CLUES ACROSS
1.
5.
8.
12.
14.
15.
16.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
26.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Short tributary of the Seille
Where you sleep
Crinkle
Regions
United States
Icelandic poetry books
Transferred property
Electrocardiography
From here
Hunting or observation
expedition
Used to make cabins
Containers
Famed patriot
Makes less intense
Forced to take refuge
Campaigner
Special security team
Egyptian city

34.
39.
42.
44
46.
47.
49.
50.
51.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

The Muse of lyric and hymns
What newlyweds just said
Pain
Norwegian village
Produced on paper
Acceptance
Semite
Detective Ventura
Martens
Small mammal related to rabbits
Airsick
Itinerant
Has spotted
Garland
Search engine
Former Knick and Bull Curry
Student selected components
Norwegian island

CLUES DOWN
1. Fathers
29. City in India
2. Region
35. Went jogging
3. The Great Barrier___
36. What thespians do
4. Father
37. One and only
5. Civil War general Don Carlos 38. Largest English dictionary (abbr.
6. Bodyguards
40. Obstructs from a course
7. Knives
41. Prophets
•8. Member of U.S. Navy
42. Prefix meaning on or above
9. English prince
43. Got up
10. Expression
44 Drenched
11. Giants great Willie
45. N Y. State capital
13. Curving
47. Sampled
17. Actress Keaton
48. Tending to an end
24 Deploy
49 Architectural recess
25 Medicine that treats animals
52. Undergarments
26 We all have it
53. Ethnic group in China
27. Greek goddess of the dawn
54. Reactive structure
28. Kevin Smith Film “Chasing ”55. Greek portico

Hein, Koleski heralded as
the future of GV D2 hockey
to score has come from his
newly altered perspective of
how to play the game.
“I’ve played hockey since
I was around three of four
years old, and right now I feel
the most comfortable I’ve ever
been on the ice,” Koleski said.
“This second year with this
team has really taught me to
slow my game down and step
into the role of being that ‘spark
plug’ for the offense.”
Hein’s story the past two
years has been unconven
tional. During his senior year
of high school, Hein decided
to play junior hockey for the
NAHLs Aberdeen Wings and
make the leap to the com
petitive United States Hockey
League, but decided to return
back to finish his high school
career and enroll at GVSU
But Hein had no plans of
playing hockey at GVSU, un
til after tryouts when he heard

from teammates how fun it
was. After calling coach Forbes
to skate with the team, Forbes
put him on the Division III
team to test his skills.
“All I wanted was a shot
to make the team, and my
line really produced and
clicked early,” Hein said.
“During one of my better
games, assistant coach of
the DII team, (Dan Gadbois), took notice of my
play and was called up after
a series of injuries.”
From that point on, Hein
immediately made an im
pact for the Lakers with his
success of moving the puck
well and transition from the
center position to wing.
Although both Koleski and
Hein have been on an offensive
tear as of late, both credited
their teammates and offensive
philosophies for their success.
“After the weekend against

Miami of Ohio, we knew we
had to improve and keep a pos
itive attitude for the rest of the
season,” Koleski said. “We all
love hockey, and we now know
what’s important to this team,
and recently it’s been our ability
to share the puck as a unit.”
Hein believes that ability to
produce offensive and accept
coach Forbes philosophy has
come from the support of his
teammates when first joining.
“Being the guy that joined
late, it was tough to buy into
the system and build friend
ships, but they took me in
a felt like I was meant to be
there,” Hein said. “We’re play
ing more for the guy next to us
than for ourselves. When you
have all the guys with the same
mentality it works together.
“I’ve never played on a
team with this much fun. We
have no cliques, because we
play together as one team.”

After a rough weekend
outing against Miami of Ohio
earlier this season, the Grand
Valley State Division II club
hockey team turned its season
around to win their last six
games, improving to an im
pressive 13-4-1 overall record.
A big reason for that re
cent success has come from
two of their up-and-coming
stars in sophomore Austin
Koleski and late-addition
freshman Ryan Hein, who
have begun to take a hold of
the Lakers’ offensive reins.
In the past four games,
Koleski has scored seven of
his 10 total goals, including a
hat trick against Indiana Fri
day, Jan. 13, while Hein post
ed his 13 total poihts (7 goals,
6 assists) in only 10 games.
The Lakers’ first half of the
season experienced very little
offensive success when their
first line of Matt Sherman,
Collin Finkhouse and Troy
Marrett were off the ice, but
head coach Mike Forbes can
breathe easy when Hein and
Koleski take their shifts.
“These two have been very
hot as of lately and have really
come into their own true po
tentials,” Forbes said. “They’re
a prime example of players
who have bought into the sys
tem to make the team—and
themselves—better.”
Koleski, a sophomore ma
joring in health information
and management, had a suc
cessful freshman season last
year (7 G, 6 A), but this sea
son he has already exceeded
his total goals scored with
10 in 18 games. A major rea
son for his improved ability DOUBLE TROUBLE: Grand Valley State junior forward Austin Koleski brings the puck up center ice.

Koleski and freshman Ryan Hein are expected to be the future of GVSU club hockey, gvl | ehily frye
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SWIM AND DIVE

NO DIVING: Sophomore Ben Walling of the Grand Valley State University swim and dive team takes a dive into the pool. Walling has had sky-high expectations this season, and he has delivered. In only his sec
ond year donning Laker blue, Walling has broken records in the 50-yard freestyle (20.21) and the 100-yard freestyle (43.90), earning him NCAA Division II B cuts for both of the events. COURTESY | BEN WALLING

Sophomore sensation
GV swimmer Ben Walli ng breaking records in sophomore campaign
BY JAKE CARROLL
JCA RROL L@LAN THORN. COM

Imagine a basketball phenom—the next Hakeem Olajuwon. Now imagine this play
er playing basketball in college
as a sophomore, already one of
the best players in the country.
They decide to stay in college
all four years instead of being a
“one-and-done” player. Every
year this player gets better and
better, until eventually they
are one of the best players in
the country.
This is what Ben Wall

MILLER
CONTINUED FROM A7

going to do when it stops
bouncing for you?’ Myself,
I’ve always wanted to be suc
cessful in life, whether it’s in
basketball or not.”
The reason Miller might
not have played at Michigan
was in part due to his height.
He’s 5’10”, which isn’t quite up
to the Division I average, un
less your name is Allen Iver
son or Nate Robinson. Miller
has never let that get in the
way, though, and can even

JENN
CONTINUED FROM A 7

in her hands.
“Knowing that when I’m
•on the flooT, my teammates
are confident in me as well,”
DeBoer said. “Before I was a
-little hesitant, because I was

;

ing is headed for, but not
for the basketball team—
for the Grand Valley State
swim and dive team.
At the Calvin Invitational
this season, Walling set a
pair of school records in the
50-yard freestyle with a time
of 20.21 and the 100-yard
freestyle with a 43.90. Both
times were good enough to
hit NCAA Division II B cuts.
Walling, a sophomore, is
a giant. He towers over every
other member of the team, and
that seems to help him in the
pool also. For every one stroke
Walling takes, it takes two for

any of his competitors.
“I dive in th£ pool, and
I’m already on the other
side.” Walling said.
Not to discredit his
achievements because of his
height, because Walling is the
definition of a “grind it out”
type of competitor.
“He comes in every day
and works hard,” said GVSU
coach Andy Boyce. Tve got to
think it’s going to pay off. He’s
put on a tremendous amount
of muscle and dropped a great
amount of time.”
Walling has had a break
out season this year.

Improving on what he did
last year would have been hard
to do after qualifying for na
tionals in five different events,
but Walling was able to do it.
Many swimmers
cap
themselves where Walling
started, but he is improving
on himself every semester.
Not only is Walling a
fierce competitor, but also a
terrific leader. Even though
he is so young, he is consid
ered one of the better leaders
in the team, giving team
mates a good example to
model themselves after.
“He’s always trying to push

dunk—in fact, he dunked
during his visit at GVSU,
catching some off guard.
“A lot of guys think I can’t
get up there and dunk,” Miller
said. “I tell them I can dunk and
they don’t believe me, I always
have to prove myself’
Miller fondly recalls the
first time he ever dunked in a
game—senior night during his
senior year of high school.
“I got a steal toward half
court, looked back, nobody
was trailing me and I just went
for it,” he said. “It was my firstever in-game dunk. It was like
a delayed moment because

(the crowd) didn’t think I was
going to dunk i.. They were
like, ‘did he just dunk?’”
His father, Dwight Miller,
who played basketball at Fer
ris State from 1986-1989, told
Miller that the benefits of being
a student-athlete last a lifetime.
“I said, ‘the things you’re
going to learn when you’re
a student-athlete are going
to carry you much further
in life than a student,’ a lot of
times,” Dwight Miller said.
Miller chose GVSU in the
end, and it has worked out
well. In addition to his suc
cess on the court, Miller is a

finance major and has an in
ternship with Northwest Mu
tual lined up for this summer.
Wesley says in all of his years
of coaching, he’s never quite
had a player up to the caliber of
Miller in the classroom.
He’s happy to have him as
the driver of his team.
“We didn’t focus on him
to the degree that we should
have at the time (during his
recruitment),” Wesley said. “I
think in my 30-odd years of
coaching, I think he’s the first
and only valedictorian I’ve
ever had on my team. That
doesn’t happen very often.”

new and I had to get to know
playing with them.”
DeBoer
inherited
a
tough situation in her first
year. While being behind to
senior guards is great expe
rience, it limits the amount
of opportunities to receive
playing time. DeBoer cashed
in on her early opportuni

ties and is now much more
than a reserve that gives the
starters a quick break.
“I try to be spark off the
bench when I get in,” DeBoer
said. “I have always been a
3-point shooter. I definitely
look to shoot the three, but
lately I have been working hard
to attack the basket more.”

She has even run the offense
when she is in the game, a right
reserved to few players on the
team, let alone a freshman.
"Total confidence in her,”
Sayers said. “It’s a matter of
her acting like an upperclass
man point guard rather than
a freshman. I told her ‘you’re
not a freshman anymore.”’

PRODIGY: Grand Valley State freshman backup point guard Jenn DeBoer looks on during the Lakers’ loss to the Truman State Bulldogs.
. DeBoer has earned increased playing time this season, earning praise from her fellow teammates and coaching staff GVL | luke holmes
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people,” said teammate and
wombn’s tram captain Emily
Gallagher. “He’s always at the
end of someone’s lane cheering
someone on and congratulat
ing people after a good race.”
Boyce also spoke on what
type of leader Walling is.
“As just a sophomore, he’s
one of the guys that others re
ally look up to,” Boyce said.
“His work ethic and competi
tive spirit are things that really
help the team out.”
Walling still has a way to
go this season. There is still
the GLLAC meet and the na
tionals meet, but his expec

tations looking ahead to the
bigger meets of theiWS$on
have never been higher.
Walling hopes that last
season’s nationals experi
ence will give him an edge
during this seasons trip to
Alabama for nationals.
“I didn’t swim like I want
ed to last year,” Walling said.
“It still sets a benchmark for
what to expect in terms of at
mosphere. I know what it’s all
about now and I’m ready to go
and see what I can get done.”
Walling will be back in the
pool Saturday, Jan. 21 when the
Lakers take on Indianapolis.

THEME OF THE WEEK
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Let us know what your New
Year's Resolution is and you
could have the chance to
win a prize. Tag us
©GVLanthorn and use
#GVTOTW to be eligible.
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Entering the ring
GV coed boxing club starting first year of competition
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

Grand Valley State stu
dents with an interest in
martial arts are in luck.
The coed GVSU boxing
club is in its first competitive
year in club history and is mak
ing a push for new members.
“Our boxing club is for
whoever wants to compete and
whoever wants to work out, for
fitness or endurance,” said club
president Fahad Binkhalid.
“Boxing is one of the best work
outs for all sports. If you want
to lose weight you can do that,
if you want to be fit you can do
that, if you want to train for a
fight you can do that too.”
The club, which meets twice
a week for vigorous workouts
and technical training in the
sport of boxing, promotes their
product to all students—any
gender, age, and level of box
ing experience—at GVSU as a
good time and a way to become
more comfortable with them
selves, from both an image and
a defensive standpoint.
“Learning any form of
martial arts can be a use
ful skill in the sense that it
works on your physical body
and teaches you about pa
tience and diligence and hard

work,” said member and club
external affairs officer Austin
Belanger-Iott. “These things
take practice and it almost
creates a sense of safety and
you feel comfortable, it cre
ates a sense of courage and
bravery that might not have
been there before.”
With 2017 being the first
year in which the club has gone
competitive, they have been
preparing hard for their initial
taste of opponents’ gloves.
Belanger-lott
schedules
the fights for his teammates
and himself, and both he and
Binkhalid are confident in the
Lakers’ ability to go into the
ring and experience success
sooner rather than later.
“We have three good
fighters, including me,”
Binkhalid said. “Hell yeah
(we) can do something.”
During the club’s practices,
they typically begin with tra
ditional exercises, like cardio
and weights. After a while,
they’ll transition into work
ing on technique. This is ex
tremely important to them,
especially when it comes to
newer fighters, as using prop
er technique will prevent seri
ous injury to both the fighters
and their opponents.
At the end of each session,

they put aside a chunk of time
to “spar” within the group,
which is a designated time slot
for the Lakers to go into the
ring against one another to put
what they have learned to the
test in a friendly duel.
Of course, now that the
club is competitive, workout
regimes have grown more de
manding in order to get their
fighters into premier shape.
“It’s very intense. Upping
the amount that we worked
out, paying attention to what

we eat, but it’s also really fun,”
Belanger-Iott said. “We spar
within the club but being able
to actually go out there and
use what we learned in a com
petitive setting is fun but it’s
a little bit scary because you
know you’re going to get hit so
you go to put everything you
learned to work in real life. It’s
just an exciting experience.”
The leakers expect to begin
the competitive season in late
February and are accepting
new members year-round.

DEFENSE: Rodney Avutia practices with a team member during a
team workout for students. COURTESY | AUSTIN BELANGER-IOTT

ENDURANCE: Grand Valley State boxing club members pose during a workout. This is the first competitive year in club history. The Lakers
expect to begin the competitive season in late February and are accepting new members year-round, courtesy | AUSTIN BELANGER-IOTT

LAKER EXCHANGE

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchangefg lanthorn.com
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Looking for a subleaser for
my Copper Beech lease
from winter till the end of the
lease in the summer.
I have a 4 bedroom, 4 1/2
bathroom townhome. Rent
is 437 a month without
utilities (electric) and
includes water. I currently
live with two guys and a girl.
My apartment is across from
the basketball court, close to
guest parking. Looking for
someone ASAP!
Please email me at
jimenezd@mail.gvsu.edu

I’m looking for someone to
take over my lease in a
Campus West two person
apartment starting Winter
semester with a move-in
before Christmas break if
possible. Rent is about $550
plus utilities and roommate
is a super chill girl who has
furnished much of the
apartment already. Please
let me know if
you’re interested. Feel free
to message me or email me
at haverdan@mail.gvsu.edu

Hi guys! I am looking for a
subleaser for this upcoming
semester. The apartment is
in Meadows, it is located
very close to the bus stop,
has a garage, laundry room,
pantry, kitchen, large living
room and of course your
room with a bathroom
connected (including extra
storage space and a bath
tub in the bathroom) There
are 3 other girls that live
there. There is also free gym
and pool/hot tub services as
well as free tanning. I would
give January and February
to you free of charge! But
the monthly payment after
that would be $509 not
including utilities which is
usually between $30-$40.
Contact me with any
questions, my number is
248-765-8704. Thank you!

T

Housing

Housing

Housing

Housing

I'm looking for someone to
take over my lease for a
room in Evolve. The lease
goes until the end of July,
and is $600 a month. All
utilities except electric are
included, which is about $30
a month. It is fully furnished
with a full sized bed, and has
high end appliances,
including a dishwasher,
washer and dryer.
My roommates are two girls
that are super nice and easy
to get along with!
Contact me at 231 -342-5072
if interested!

1 bedroom, 1 bath, 750 sq.
foot condo for $1200/month
available for 7-month
sublease with an option to
renew. If sublessee signs by
February 1 st current tenants
will put $50/month towards
rent until the sublease ends
August 31st (option to
renew at $1200/month). This
idyllic Heritage Hill condo is
situated on the 5th floor with
a beautiful view of the
downtown skyline. Walking
distance and close to local
restaurants, coffee shops,
Cherry Hill District, Medical
Mile, GRCC and GVSU.
Heat, water, internet and
garbage included. Tenants
are responsible for electric.
Included are two parking
permits for the Hillmount
parking lot. Off street
parking is readily available.
This modern condo has a
carpeted bedroom,
hardwood floors, stainless
steel appliances, including a
refrigerator, dishwasher,
stove, and microwave.
Bathroom has large mirror.
Card operated laundry room,
fitness facility,
personal storage unit, and
separate common bike
storage area are located in
the basement. Secured mail
room on the 1st floor.
Patio/deck area provides
360-degree view, includes
grills and patio furniture to
relax in. Air conditioning unit
also included, which is very
convenient for the summer
months. Building is secured
with card access and inter
com system Pets ok, extra
$10/month for dogs. Rental
application required and
subject to landlord approval
For full view of the unit
please see Youtube video.
Any questions don't hesitate
to ask.

Looking for a female
subleaser for Winter 2017
semester in a 4 bedroom
Style E in Meadows
Crossing.
Rent is $469/month and I will
pay the first month. The
apartment is shared with
3 other female roommates.
Lease goes until July 2017.
Email
godlewj@mail.gvsu edu for
more information!

I need someone to take over
my lease in Meadows above
Mully's! Rent is $465 a
month and around $25 in
house bills. You will have
your own room
and bathroom with a
bathtub!
Included: parking, gym, pool,
hot tub, volleyball
and basketball courts.
Contact
deboards@mail.gvsu.edu if
interested.

Looking for a roommate for
January-May 2017. House is
located on the NE side of
GR, less than 10 minutes
away from Pew campus.
$400/month flat, utilities
included. No formal lease to
sign, no deposit required.
Contact me at
(616)901-2355 or
ludtker@mail gvsu.edu.

Looking for a sub-leaser for
the 2017/2018 school year
at Enclave. Rent is $558 a
month for everything
including electric, it is a 4
bed/4.5 bath townhouse! It is
a 12 month lease, but I am
willing to pay for
the summer months if
needed. Please contact me
at resnickg@mail gvsu.edu if
interested'

tsar”
6001 COIT AVE NE,
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml
COLLEGE NIGHTSATURDAYS

ANSWERS

TO

PUZZLES

Youtube video of condo:
https ://youtu be/McQHW4trK
7o
Roommate wanted for 2
bedroom downtown loft. 235
Division. 350 a month. 50
more or less for bills.
Contact me at
clarkmat@mail gvsu edu for
more info.

Looking for a roommate for
January-May 2017. House is
located on the NE side of
GR, less than 10 minutes
away from Pew campus.
$400/month flat, utilities
included. No formal lease to
sign, no deposit required.
Contact me at
(616) 901-2355 or
ludtker@mail.gvsu.edu.

Downtown home with 2
empty rooms! looking for a
student to sublease, big
house, 5 bedrooms, 2.5
bath. Dog friendly! Fenced
backyard, 2 car garage,
private parking. Gas,
cooking, and heat. $420/ per
month w/ utilities!
Call 517-375-6089

Looking for a roommate for
January-May 2017. House is
located on the NE side of
GR, less than 10 minutes
away from Pew Campus.
$400/ month flat, utilities in
cluded. No formal lease to
sign, no deposit required
Contact me at
(616) 901-2355 or
ludtker@mail.gvsu.edu.

Leasing a Leonard Street
Apartment. Two bedroom,
renovations just completed
Next to Shakedown Street
and just down the street
from the news Breweries
and Distilleries. Great
neighborhood and very
convenient for going to
GVSU. Contact
patrick@mohneyrealtor.com
if you're interested

OR CALL
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The Barbara H. Padnos
International Scholars
program provides
scholarships for year long
study abroad
programs.
Students are expected to
engage in serious study for
an extended period of time
(minimum 9 months) in an
approved study abroad
program. Preference for the
largest award will be given to
qualified applicants who plan
to be abroad longer than 10
months.
Start your adventure at the
Study Abroad Fair on
Tuesday, January 17 from
10am-3pm in Henry Hall
Atrium (Padnos Hall of
Science)! Whether you're
just browsing or ready to
grab your passport and pack
your bags, you don’t want to
miss this event!
Browse GVSU study abroad
programs, meet students
that have participated in the
programs and talk to
program directors! There are
programs for every major
and minor at GVSU. Get
answers to questions about
program selection, funding,
academics and more.
FREE FOOD & drinks will be
provided! Questions?
Contact the Padnos Interna
tional Center at
studyabroad@gvsu edu or
616-331-3898

616-331-2460

Announcements

For over 25 years of service
Brian’s Books
has GUARANTEED lower
GVSU textbook prices than
our on-campus competition.
DARE TO COMPARE! We
offer delayed billing for
GVSU financial aid students!
We have MORE GVSU
textbooks than ever,
awesome GVSU clothing
selection and all the
supplies that you will need.
Why not check us out this
semester??
Peppino's Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great fo. d,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615

www.peppin0spiz2a.com

Employment

Check out the Tripp Lake
Camp job application online,
and apply to be a part of our
staff for summer 2017!
Apply online
at www tripplakecamp.com.
Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas: Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals.
(906) 847-7196.
www theislandhouse com

